The lack of evidence of the effect of selective ultrasound screening on the incidence of late developmental dysplasia of the hip in the Greater Glasgow Region.
The aim of our study was to establish whether the use of ultrasound to screen babies with risk factors has reduced the number of children presenting late with developmental dysplasia of the hip. Screening based on selection by risk factors was introduced in 1997. The average annual incidence from 1992 to 1996 was 0.84 and from 1997 to 2001 was 0.57 per 1000 live births. This decline in incidence of late developmental dysplasia of the hip was not significant (P=0.088). Sixty-four children (82%) had nothing that could be perceived as a risk factor for the condition. Our study presents population-based findings and it is clear that selective screening is not working in our region. It is unlikely that there will be one solution that could be applied throughout the United Kingdom given the diversity in the access to healthcare facilities. Clear leadership and accountability are required if we are to make any progress towards abolishing this condition that causes a significant morbidity in young adults.